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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | hiding of their sentiments with respact to the doctrine 
as : of the Trinity, as there is now with respect to that of 

ENGLISH AND AMERICAN UNITARIANS. endless misery. The Utftarians in England had as- 
The communication on the first page of No. 25, of certained by a private correspondence that many of 
the Magazine, which was extracted from the Monthly the Boston ministers were Unitatians, before it was 
Repository, an English Unitarian publication, furnishes known here. Mr. Belsham, minister ef Essex-street, 
a very fine specimen of the sincerity, candor and inde- | London, the biographer of the amiable and venerable 
pendence of the English Unitarians. The Unitarians| Mr. Lindsey, sometime ago, wrote as follows : “If lant 
of this country suffer very much in comparison with not greatly misinformed, divine worship in many of the 
them. The passages of scripture so clearly explained | principal churches at Boston is carried on upon princi- 
in that communication with exclusive refereuce to the | ples strictly, if not avewedly Unitarian. Beibg myself 
judgments of God upon the wicked in this life, have|a friend to ingenuousness and candor, I could wish to 
long been supposed to relate to a punishment in the |see all who are truly Unitarians openly such, and to 
future world. And it is probable that the Unitarians|teach the doctrine of the simple indivisible unity of | 
in England have heretofore considered these passages | God as well as to practice the rites of Unitarian wor- 
in this light. It must, then, be very pleasing to every | ship.” He says in another place with respcct to the 
honest inquirer after truth, to see them, after mature| Boston clergy, ‘* Can it upon’ the commén principles 
reflection, come before the public, give up the opinions | of human nature be reasonably expected of a dody of 
they before entertained, and with candor, sincerity| clergy, nursed in the lap of ease and affluence apd 
and boldness, explain the scriptures according to their] placed in a station of such high secular consideration 
more deliberate judgment. and comfort as that of the ministers of Boston, that 
it is also very pleasing to behold the manner in|-they should come forward and by an ope profession of 
which the author of the above mentioned communica-! unpopular truth voluntarily ‘risk the Joss of al) their 
tion pursues his explanation. A writer, whether of| temporal dignity and comfort, and incur the contempt 
contreversial or exegetical articles on the subject of| and enmity of many who are now their watmest ad- 
religion, should pay much attention and lay much stress| mirers and friends’ ‘It cannot reasonably be hoped 
on matters ef fact. The opinion of the church for ag-| that Fruth will make any vidlble and rapid progress till 
es should be of very little importance to him. Com-|her advocates rise above the fear of man and the love of 
mentators and expositors, who have gone before him,}easé, and are willing, withthe apostles of Christ and 
should be adduced by him no further than they deal in| the reformers of every age, to forsake all and to 





facts. For their mere opinions, or speculations &ssuctt| sacrifice their dearest interests in her glorious cause.” 
are of no more worth than those of otbermen. He! This Mr. Belsham was am Unitarian and Universalist, 
should not be speculative nor fanciful himself; but | and was not afraid nor ashamed: to avow his sentiments 


should make the best use of the facts connected with 
his subject, however simple, however despised. He 
pever should give his sanction to any thing, until ad, 
himself is convinced of its trath, and he showic be gone | 
vinced by nothing but evidence. It is to be feared 
that leaders ef religious bodies in all countries have 
walked but very little in this plain path. They have 
substituted fancy for fact, and the voice of antiquity 
for the voice of truth and evidence. But the writer 
whom I have noticed goes not on inthis way. When ae t 
speaks of Gehenna, or hell, he minds not fancy nortra-| try, now avow their sentiments with respect to the 
dition. He does not conjecture. He does not say this character of Christ. Thanks to the orthodox for this, 
may mean thus and so; such has been the opinion of | for, in a great measure, they compelled them to de it. 
' But is there not, as has been already hinted, the same 
reluctance in these Unitarians to preach their real 
opinions upon the subject of endless misery as there 
used to be on the subject of the Trinity? If they be- 
‘lieve the doctrine of etermal misery, why do they net 
ed his Maker in the garden of Eden. | explicitly preach it, that their hearers may guard 

This independence, this sincerity and candor are the | against it? Or if they believe in Universal Salvation 
fairest traits of a christian’s character; audthey are to| why do they not preach this ? W il it not afford one 
be admired in whomsoever found. But who cannot | satisfaction, in retfospect of his ministerial labors to 
discover in the Uuitarians of this country a great want say tay not shunned to declare all the counsel of 
4 ° ° 5 ; +) > a: 
ae Alls e walbag — pence Sepa teoys The writer of this communication belieyes, that the 

il ¢ g practise Pp J re waipe 
ra ae | esie’ i beli fin the final and uni- 

their real sentiments that they have already disgusted , more forward to avow their ga i “ . . 
an men of noble and ingenuous minds. I will give versal een mankind, ad pre t wh > ai 
them credit for their learning and for their zeal in de- | 49 eA eam od Bee esl me Shh shee 
fence of the important doctrine of the Rivine Unity ; wares ie dines a ia the iprechansaieaal 
but after all, that they practice duplicity before the despise ; a oe a eet ai cn tn 
public, I iene not the least doubt. This is not the | !t* So that if they preach thi » bhey 


. ' , ; must appear to be the followers instead of the leaders 
first time they have been found fault with maior eae men. When Unitarianism took its rise in‘ 
conduct. No. Their brethren in England reprove England, there were very few Universalists, and thie 


as such. Who cantiot see, in his language queted 
above, an evident reproof of the Boston unitarian cler- 
gy for their duplicity and worldly policy? Any one 
may see, in a letter written in 1912, by W. Weils, jr., 
of Boston, to Mr. Belsham, an awkward apology for 
the Unifarians, and an attempt to justify their back- 
wardness to avow their real‘sentiments. Sach con- 
| duct by those who practice it may be styled prudence 
and caution ; but is it not rather timidity and craft? 
Many, if not the most of the Unitarians, in this coun- 





learned divines, and it seems agreeable to analogy.— 
Away with such nonsense. He tells you what Ge- 
henna was; he shews you where it was; be gives you 
the scripture use of the word: and you can no more 
contradict his facis, than Adam could have contradict- 
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unpopular. The Unitarians came out and boldly ad- 
vocated it, as well as the Unity of God, and preached 
against eternal misery as an impeachment of God's 
character. In ‘this country, the Universalists are an 
older sect than the Unitarians. Universal Salvation 
was preached here before Unitarianism was thought of 
among the great body of the people. Hence Unita- 
rians could not have taken the lead in the proclama- 
tion of the interesting doctrine of Universal Salvation. 

It should be a matter of serious consideration with 
them, whether there ever will be a time which they 
would call more favorable to the developement of their 
sentiments. If I have conjectured rightly as to one of 
the causes which prevent this developement, future 
time will be worse for them than the present. The 
conviction which is silently working its way into al- 
most every heart, that Universal Salvation is a doctrine 
of the Scriptutes, is bringing Universalists more and 
more into public favor. This is not what they would 
boast of, nor aver much desire; but it is the natural 
course of things. But after all, it may be that Unita- 
rians are waiting till the sentiment is more generally 
believed, that they may avow and defend it without 
the hazard of popularity or influence. In either of 
these cases they will not have the happiness of assist- 
ing in the, general establishing of a sentiment which 
Dr. Lant Carpentgr connects with English Unitarian- 
ism, aud uses triumphantly to refute the notion that 
that is “ a cold and cheerless doctriue.” Richanns. 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


“ Oye hypocrites! ye can discern the face of the sky! 
but can ye not discern the signs of the times 2” 


Things which are more apparent to the unprejudie 
ed, than the approaching state of the atmosphere, 
marked by the strongest indications, are unseen, un- 
noticed by sch as justly inherit the appellation given 
by the Saviour to those whom he addressed in the 
words which head this article. 

Do our divines realize the extremities to which they 
are driven? Do they know that the very labor in 
which they are now so zealously engaged is a surren- 
der of the last entrenchment by which their whole 
camp is defended? What are they now endeavoring 
to inculcate in the minds of their adherents? What is 
the great question which new, more than any thing 
else, employs their arts and learning? Is it to set up, 
establish aod maintain that our Creator, from all eter- 
nity elected some to everlasting life, and reprobated. 
the rest of mankind to endless misery? No; not even 
the most rigid, and the most contracted are heard to 
contend for such ideas. These notions seem to have 
been forgotten and are suffere@ to lie vunoticed among 
a mass of rubbish ig the possession of a few old nuns 
who keep the sauctuary of witchcraft and are the in- 
spectors of ghosts. Whatthen? Are they contendigg 
about effectual calling and final perseverance? O no: 
these are things which have been long since sent to 
the “ moles and to the bats.» Ah! they are rallying 
their strength to defend the real personality of the fath- 
er of lies, are they pot? No: the days of their moura- 
ing for him are past. To what then do they direct 
their efforts? What now are they endeavoring te. 





them for it years ago. Before they avowed themselves) 
Unitarians, say twenty years ago, there was the same 





doctrine of Universal Restitutiog was not peculiarly 





prove and maistsin? Ag surprising as it may be, they 
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are exerting the very last of their étren | 
appear probable, at least, that there will be punish- 
ment for sin in a*future state of existence! O marvel- 
ous! has it then come to this? Yes it has, and Baby- 
lon’s forces are all rallied, even the feeblest tongue 
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Ih EMMONS, D. D. HEADED WITH 
THESE WORDS: 


: } +? yi x 
that can utter a slander is urged to the contest! ‘The | ,, MEN RAVE NATURAL, BUT NOT MORAL POWER, TO 


very effort isa surrender. If this doctrine were a plain | 
scripture doctrine, it would require no such exertions | : | 

to maintain it, it having been for ages believed. But Text—Actsxxvii. 31: 

the fact Is, this doctrine, like a thousand other saper- ; 

etitious dogmas, is fast loosing its influence ; and peo- these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” 
nle are opening their eyes to realize its dissolution. 


PREVENT WHAT GOD HAS DECREED.” 


H. B In which Sermon he professedly illustrates and estab- 


lishes the above point. 


ee a The attention of the reader is invited to considera- 


tions upon the following quotations: page 5. ‘** A de- 
cree makes a future event certain, by constituting an 
infallible connection, between the event decreed, and 
PRIESTCRAFT DETECTED. the cause or means of its coming t» pass.”? Page 57. 





From the Rochester (N. Y.) Magazine. 





A UNIVERSALIST CATECHISING REV. C. HOPKINS. ; 
er to act contrary to his designs; yet he knows, that 





the answers are supplied from his Sermon ; and Re- 


marks en his answers are included in brackets. ; 2g lilt 
and that he has determined to make them willing... — 


Page 59. ** lf they (the non-elect) perish, they must 
necessarily perish by theirown choice. God places all 


| 
1. Ought we always to believe as the multitude, | 

and be ashamed of a doctrine reprobated by the} 

priests? | 
Ans. To set up my judgment, in opposition to the | must necessarily save them, if they only choose to be 

great and learned, would display a degree of vanity at | saved.” 

which human nature ought to blush ! This author believes the event that is decreed, for 
{Then sir, you should be a Pagan ; and had you been 


| the non-elect, is eternal destruction or endless misery. 
in the days of Christ, like Peter you would have deni- 


2. Did you never read of any who believed the final they must necessarily perish, by theirown choice.” 
salvation of all men? | Their choice of perishing, or of a state of misery, then, 
Ans. No, except a few individuals whosprangupas is the cause of the event, the future torment of the 


of yesterday. jnon-elect, And there is, according to this author, an | 
{Then sir, you are shamefully ignorant of history, | infallible connection constituted betweem this event | 


both sacred and profane ; for Egyptians, Persians, Gen- |and its cause, the choice of it. On the other hand, 


toos, Greeks, Romans, Celts; all God’s holy prophets | ‘‘ if they only choose to be saved,” there is an infalli- | 
since the world began; Origen, Clement, and many of | ble connection constituted, between the cause of their | 


the primitive Fathers; Bps. Tillotson, Burnet, aad | salvation, to wit, their choice of it, and the event, viz. 
Newton of your own Church; have spoken of the res-/their actual salvation. Such is the cause, viz. the 
titution of all things! See Endfield’s Dictionary of | choice of future salvation, or the chovce of final damna- 


Philosophy, Acts iii. 21, and Burnet de stat. mort. } | tion, by the non-clect, between which, and the event, | 





3. Is God partial to the wicked in this world? damnation, or salvation, there is established an infalli- 


Ans. He deals ten thousand times more kindly with ble connexion ; at least, so says the author of this ser- 


them, than he does with his own children. mon. It is certainly very remarkable, and unaccoun- | 


[Now, sir, if there be no peace to the wicked, and if, table, not to this author, but to us, that the non-elect’s 
the rightoous and the wicked are both recompensed in | choice of final damnation should be infallibly connect- 
the earth, Isa. xlviii. 22, and Prov. xi. 31, is it not ied with the event; when their choice is, in periect 
clear that you have most awfully mistaken; and that conformity to the divine determination, and yet, when 
you and others, who have imagined or pretended that | the non-elect should choose salvation, in direct opposi- 


you were righteous, and complain of so hard usage; | ts 48 it must be, to the divine decree of their repro- | 


are the very wicked, whom the Lord is recompensing bation, they should notwithstanding“this, be saved.— 


in the earth ? Indeed sir, the only scriptural opinion Hence, if a part of the non-elect choose to be saved, | 


that can be‘formed of those pretended saints, that drag and a part to perish, there is an infallible connexion. 


gut a life of wretchedness bere, is that they are paint- between their choice to be saved, and their salvation ; | 


ed hypocrites. } }and an infallible connexion, between their choice to’ 
oy { . na £ ‘ : 

4, Do Universalists believe their doctrine ? | perish, and their destruction; and yet there is an im- 

eae fallible connexion constituted, between the latter 


[Then, sir, there are no Universalists. and your con- 


duct must, appear ridiculous whilst you utter your trine answer for this contradiction. 


ome a —s ae 2 


REMARKS ON A SERMON OF REV. NATIIAN- | the non-clect have as fair an opportunity of b 


Though ‘** God knows that mankind have natural pow- | 


he is able, to make them willing to fulfil his purposes, | 


under the gospel, in such a situation, that the gospel | 


What does he say, is the cause or means of this erent? | 
ed him.] | His answer is found, in these words: * If they perish, | 


} 
‘event only, and its cause. Let this author or his doc-! 

















their behalf. “Parec52, #4 famen) tewe isles) 
to frustrate, as well as fulfill the decrees of Gods the 
+ Then 


eing say. 
§ sermon, 
the point, 
he decrees 
or speak fairer 


‘than this author: and yet not one ever said bene ? 


ed, as the elect.” He had previously, in hi 
|no doubt, in his own mind, fully established 
that men have natural power, to frustrate ¢ 
of the Almighty. Who can say more, 





| deed, he has said nothing, and-worse than nothine * 
o° 


“ Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except | is solemn mockery of the fears and terrors of deluded 


mortals, which this author has contributed to 


. - A F Taise ; 
and we tee] justified in saying, that he has designed} 
'excited them, under th e8si 7 y 
| excited t 1, under the profession of duty, as appears 


by such language as this: ‘* It is’ not th 

_ wrath of God, that is best adapted to pom 
| to flee from the wrath to come.” This author must 
; have a wonderful faculty to use sweet persuasion with 
| wrath. Agreeably to this author's system, God had, 
from all eternity, decreed that a part of . 
|(who are in his hands, like the ues in a. 
i the potter,) should be constituted nor-elect, This de- 
jeree must be brought to pass, either with or without 
human agency. It is commonly believed, or taught, 
‘that it is effected, by human agency. This author 
may, and no doubt wiil be disposed to sav, that man, 
jor the noa-elect had as fair an opportunity to defext 
‘ree purpose of G F and of preventing their having 
been, or bemg the non-elect, as the elect had, to be 
 dentitiiade d elect. To our superficial observation. 
ems, without meaning any presumption, a great 
pity that such decrees of God, could not-have been, 


and never can be defeated, and all men become the 


{elect of his grace. But unfortunately, in pursuing the 
chain of tremendons decrees, in this svsiom, We find 
ithere was, and is another decree of Ged. determining 
that the non-elect showid refuse to choose salvation, 
)and that between their rejection of the gospel, or the 


| offers of solvation, and their endless damnation; there 


is constituted, ; ufallible connexion, fixed by God 
himself. Yet. nelwithstanding the decree, making 
certain the existence of the von-elect; and the de 


cree, making certain their choice of endless misery; 
and notwithstanding the decree, making certain the 
| infallible connexion, between this unhappy choice of 
,the non-elect, and the event, their final state of per- 
lition; still ** they have as fair an opportunity of be- 
ing saved as the elect.” The final damnation of the 
nou-elect and the means to effect this end, God has 
decreed and fixed the infallible connexion between 
this event and the means; and yet * the non-elect 
have as fair. an epportunity of being saved as the 


elect.” Every part of the statement above belongsto 
this author. hut he wishes to be understood to say, 
that it is decreed the non-elect shall perish bg thar 
own chorce, and Lot by or in consequence of the decree 


from eternity, making it certain they should perish. 
For he says, that ‘* the gospel must necessarily save 
them if they only choose to be saved.” It certainly 
follows, that they may frustrate the divine decree, if 
‘they chocse; this he does not deny, but asserts its 
truth. He even asks thus, ** ean we conceive ofa 
man’s being both able and willing to doan action, and 


Philippics against a people, that, in your opinion, never What establishes the certainty of the deplorable e-/ vet neglecting to do it?” The non-elect are able, he 


. . : n- } ’ ? ’ 3 5] i i 
existed. But seeing you are not omniscient to know vent ot the non dnc (deplorable (oall but tothe elect) | says. Are they not willing? If they are not willing, 
their hearts, you ought to be ashamed! Blush! sir, O and what the infallible connexion between that event | and do not choose to defeat the purpose and justice of 


blush !] ! and its cause? God's decree, answers this author. — 
5, Wonld you commit murder and suicide if you be- bey pis aedeagal: pagunnes ree. _ ~ 
believed Universalism ? pi Sr «ieee ce incedpers tee sa 
ho” A! reversmy orrecall? Ans. Before one of the non-elect 
was made a living soul; and their fatal choice was 
decreed, .before the date of the first transgression, 
which is said to have teemed with more than mortal 
woes, against these devoted outcasts, called the non- 

_ elect. 
way Ae Fe vey Tan COMMARDMENT 13 FOR yor. Is there any possible room or chance for this wretch- 
f » where ts mine honor, O ye Priests ed part of mankind, to be saved from their fature and 


that despise my name 2 If vil 

: j you well not lay it to heart to. etern: ises a voice ; 
we . of Of ta; ret 1al doom? . W say firm 
give glory iemy name, saith the Lord of Hosts, I will ; eaeee Cee nels SES Seer 


[Then you worship God, sir, as some of the eastern 
nations do the devil, through fear of being burnt by 
dim ; for confessedly you neither love, nor obey him 
trom higher motives. ] 





3 =o 


ener send « curse upon you,”—Mat. i. 6, and ii, 1, 2 | tive shall be heard. ‘his author has spoken aloud on ten attewpted to irustrate the divine decrees, but have 


God respecting them, they must have, atdeast, one 
characteristic of the sainted elect, that of submission, 
and willingness to be damned. But if the non-clect 


|are willing, and of course choose to be saved, they 


would (for so says this author) defeat the divive de- 
cree of their reprobation ; and what is, if possible, still 
more, they would destroy the infallible connexion be- 
tween their final state of reprobation, and its cause or 
means. 

On the 52d page of the volume, the following se€n- 
tence, concerning the certainty of what God has de- 
creed, may be read from this sermon. ‘* Men bave of- 
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never succeeded.’? Would men attempt such a work, 
unless they were willing? 
swer is found, that they would not. ‘ Two things are 
absolutely necessary, in order to men’s acting ; She is 
to be able, the other is to be willing.” The non-elect 
then, never attempted to frustrate the decree of their 
reprobation except they were willing, and since they 
are able, why have they not succeeded? Were it not 
vain to expect an answer to ever so civil and pertitient 
a question from this author, or from such a source, it 
night be asked him, whether the decree of reproba- 
tion has not been frustrated? and if it has not, what is 
the reason, since men possess all the requisites of ac- 
tion, and of accomplishing the greatest work, viz. both 
the ability and the will? No more reason appears, 
why the divine decree of reprobation should not be 
opposed by men, than that after divine decrees should 
be. If this author be supposed to reply to the above 
question, that notwithstanding all the will, and ability, 
and frequent attempts of men, they never in one sinele 
instance succeeded, in the least degree,or advanced one 
step towcrds their object; will he still persist in say- 
ing that the ** non-elect have as fair an opportunity ef 
being saved as the elect?” The succeeding words 
frow this sermon shew what success the non-elect may 


expect to meet with by endeavoring, either with or 
t their wills, to be saved. * Joseph’s brethren 
=_—- dafn-: ln oa as mae : 1) . 

€ avi red to defeat the divine purposes, but all their 
ellorts served to bring them to pass.”?> They surely 


did not make this endeavor against their wills or 
Thesé brethren, then, chose to defeat the di- 
vine purposes, and agreeably to this author, * being 
conscious of the-r natural power to do it,” they exert- 
ed all their ability ; and what did it avail ? **All their 


7 


efforts served to bring them to pass.» Hence, not- 


o 
5 


withstanding the non-elect have as fair an opportunity 


to be saved, as the elect. all the efforts they make, 
with all their will, and ability, against their final and 
dreadful doom will only serve to bring it to pass! 


Ouice more, 
that the 


ling ? Is it be cause they have the natural. power only 


let it be inquired, how this author knows 
i-elect would be saved if they were wil- 
to be saved ? But Joseph’s brethren possessed the will 
as well asthe ability, but all to no purpose, but that 
which was subservient to the purpose of God. ‘This 
y know that the non-elect have natural 
saved; he may snow that they may and 


willing; and he may know 


author then, mu 
power to be 
must be saved, if they are 
that they have as jair an opportunity to be saved as 


the clect; aud he may know as much wore asthe 


wisdom of this world will allow; and yet all their fair 


opportuuity, their power and will, and all his know- 
ledge, will be as vain and fruitless, as the wicked 
designs and endeavors of Joseph’s brethren. ‘They 


will doubtless, with all the rest of the opposition and 


enmity of this world, subserve one grand and glorious 
purpose of ** the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and of the spirits of all flesh,” which farther 


r} hea er] 


line af 4 ° P 
Gor of the sun i: the heavens. 
glow worm. The same great and eternal trath will 


exceeds the flash ofa 


be illustrated, given to us by an inspired writer, 


ay 


* ° , 7 . 3° 3 . 1 ’ 
“ Where sin abounded grace did much more abound.” | 


(To be Continued.) 


Nore. This Sermon is the 3d contained in a volume 


Oo 


of sermons, published in 1820. 


(ck3-Our worthy correspondent will be so good as, to 


atudy conciseness in his future communications.—L£ds. | 


REMARKABLE ILLUSTATION OF THE 
TRINITY. 
ondon, 


On the 56th page, the an- 


ory of Joseph’s history, ihan the splen- | 


“DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY” 


ham. — 

An “ Allegorical Picture of the Battle of Waterloo.” 
by Ward, ‘was recently ®khibited ia London. In the 
description which was sold in the exhibition room, oc- 
curred the explanation of the * Zhe Union Jacko— 
* Wellington has his hand on the tri-colored cross on 
the shield of Britannia, expressive of the Chieftain’s 
emblem ;--the three colors of which it is composed, 





‘love of God, 


|mysterious and ought to be believed. 


—-——- = ~~ ange 


with the acknowledged attributes of God, and the tis? 


“ Lightfoot, in commenting upon some portions of | timony of his word. ‘This | attempted, but soon found 
the Old Testament, says—‘ Some three months after | that I could not do it to my satisfaction. Indeed, I 
this, the three persons of the trinity dine with Abra-|found that my feelings were. not reconciled to there 
ham. The Son and Holy Ghost go down to ‘Sodom, | doctrines, though I had professed to believe them.— 
but the first person of the trinity stayeth with Abra- Such was the perplexity and anxiety of my mind, that 
| I called upon several of my church brethren to explain 
, to me particularly the doctrine of particular election. 


For I began to perceive, that ifthis doctrine could not 


,be proved, all men might be saved; since salvation 


‘¢ was not of works,” but through the free, unbounded 
My brethren met with no better success 
than I'did in proving the doctrine, but said it was 
This did not 


being answerable to the three persons in the trinity. | satisfy my mind, but rather increased my anxiety to 


| Red is the first, or fiery principle in the Godhead.— 
| Blue, the second, is the Saviour or Mediator.—- White, 
ithe third, is the Dove of Peace.” 

| In the first of these paragraphs the Father, Son and 


Holy Ghost, are represented to be three as distinct be- | 


ings, as three angels, or three men. 
the Father of mercies, the source of love and goodness, 
is represented as a “* fiery principle in the Godhead?— 
indeed as an odious character when compared with 

the Son and Holy Spirit! 
To such absurd and debasing views of Supreme 
Being, chiefly, have men it Ind ples “te ye 
: ; ed, by parting from 


the simple Janguage of the gospel, and by adopting, as 
an article of faith, a form of words unknown to any in- 
spired wriley, and unintelligible to the human mind. 


) ee : 
Christian Register. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH. 


- 


‘ Be ready alieys to cire an answer to every man, that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you.’’-1 Pe- 
} ter iil. 15. 

In the early part of my life, I was tanght the doc- 
trine prevalent at that time, viz. that all men were 
sinners by nature and by practice, that they were ex- 
posed to the wrath ef God, and consequently to an 
eternal state of intolerable misery in the future world. 
l wae faughi also that in order to avoid that abyss of 
woe. and the terrible venyveance of God,—I must do 


In the second, | 


| know the truth. - Soom after, I received an inyitation 
| from a member of the first Universalist Society in Bos- 
| ton, to attend his meeting; which | accepted upon con 
| dition that a discourse'should be preached upon John 
iii. 36,™* He that believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not 
\see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” The 
conditions were complied with, and l attended. The 
explanation given the text, though new to me, appear- 
‘ed reasonable and tended to increase my disposition 
‘for further inquiry. My brethren of the church having 
learnt that Thad attended the above namod meeting, 
held a special ineeting and requested me to appear be- 
fore them. I complied, and was asked if] had been to 
i hear a Universalist preach. To which! replied in the 
| affirmative, and added that the discourse appeared to 
me reasonable and well supported by scripture. I was 


| then asked, if 1 believed in the absurd doctrine of the 


salvation of all men. J answered that I was not fully 
confirmed in the belief of it. After a word of exhor- 
tation, and a caution to beware of the fascinating pow- 
er of this false doctrine, they prayed for me, and thus 
the meeting closed. Although | did not question the 


| sincerity nor friendship of those brethren in their pro- 


ceedings. yet 1 was not convinced, that what I had 
heard was inconsistent and unscriptural ; consequent- 
ly thought it a duty to persue my iuquiry after truth. 
The evidence of God's impartiality, and the salvation 
of all men continued to increase. 

At length, I asked a dismission from the churcl » 
which was granted, Since which I have found to my 





' . - . * 
‘salvation of all men from sin and misery. 


satisfaction and joy, that the bible teaches the ultimate 
And have 


something to appease his wrath and obtain his love | realized my expectation in being reviled and reproach- 


{bout the t0th year of my age, these 
In aw- 


favor. 
things began to weigh heavily upon my mind. 


ful vision. | saw a dense cloud of wrath darken the 
Imighty’s countenance, anda merciless storm of ven- 


veance ready to descend upon my helpless soul. I! 
now began to read my bible more frequently, and con- 
stantly to attend meetings for frayer and conference, 


ce 
- 


in hopes thereby 


ied for trusting in God as the Saviour of all men; but 
| . 
Iam not ashamed to confess, ‘that after the way 


| which some call heresy, so worship | the God of my 
! 


and salvation, is not the popular, the fashionable doc- 


fathers.” I know that the doctrine of universal grace 


trine of the day ; neither is it calculated to gratify the 


| pride of the self-righteous bigot, who thinks that all 
y to gain the good will and love of|God’s mercies should be coiifined toa few, and his 


God. and secure my salvation in the coming world.-- | salvation bounded by one or {two sects. Yet none of 


But | soon perceived that if my good deeds induced 
' God to love, and consequently tosave me; these good 
! works would be the procuring cause of my eternal Sal- 
yation. Reading in the bible, that ‘‘eternal life ts the 
gift of God.—By grace are ye saved.——Not of works 
i lest 
‘I was saved, it must be through the free, unpurchas 


led love of God. This manifestation of his goodness 


‘and mercy, I received as a token of my future eternal 
“happiness, which caused my heart greatly to rejoice. 

Believing it was now my duty to make a public pro- 
fession of my faith in God, and hope in his mercy, ] 
went forward and related the travail of my mind to the 
first Baptist Church in Newton. And after being bap- 
tized, and giving my assent to the articles of faith, and 
covenant of the church, I was received into its fellow- 
After a lapse of some years which passed with- 


ship. ; #e 
notice, a friend asked me 


out any occurrence worthy of 





In a modern periodical work, published in L gems 
-alled * The Free Thinking Christian’s Magazine, 
‘0. 7, are found the following paragraphs under the 


+*¢) 


to explain to him the doctrine of particular election, 


reprobation, and that of eternal misery, consistently 


s{ any mian should boast,” it appeared certain that if 


these things argue against if, but rather go to prove 


‘that it did not originate in the wisdom of man, but in 


ithat which is from above-+** which is full of merey 
‘and good fruits; without partiality, and without hy- 
pocrisy.”” Here the dark and disconsolate soul will 
find light and comfort ; the hungry, starving poor will 


find ** a feast of fat things ;° the wandering prodigal, 


will *e guided back to his father’s house, and the 
philanthropist will find his expansive benevolence ex- 
ceeded by the boundless love of God. Inasmuch then, 
as I regard the virtue, piety, and happiness of my fel- 
low men in this life, and their eternal interests in the 
coming world, I cannot but rejoice in those heavenly 
promises which foretel the complete destruction of sim 
and misery, and the universal holiness and happiness 
which shall eternally triumph over their death. Fee!l- 
ing no hardness of heart toward any denomination o4 
christians, I hail them all as children of the same com- 
mon father, as members of the same family, as pilgrims 





| on the same journey, bound to the same eternal home, 
; 








1r2 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





And my heart’s desire, and prayer to God is, that the 
impartial love of his Son may inhabit every heart, and 
that the light of the glorious gospel of impartial salva- 
tion, may continue to remove darkness from the under- 
standings of men; till all shall rejoice in the full per- 
suasion that ‘* neither death, nor life, nor angels,-nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
io come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


EvisAn ADAMS. 
Newton, Dec. 25, 1824. 
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THE ORPHAN. 


{lear the wild wind that o’er the mountain sweeps, 
And see the clouds descend in sheets of snow, 
Amid the wailings of the storm she weeps, 

An Orphan weeps, and tells her tale of woe. 





* 


No home has she to rest her weary head, 

And no fond parents to embrace their child ; 
But father, mother, ev’ry friend is dead— 

O death, at this stern moment thou wert mild. 


She with extended arms, implores defence, 
While tears are streaming from her aching eyes: 
©! God, she cries, in pity take me hence, 

@! take me to thyself above the skies. 


When lo! a form, as bright as heaven on high, 
Descended, and ia robes of light array’, 

Ft caught the breeze that wafted up a sigh, 
And spread its wings a shelter for the maid. 


This form was Pity, sent from God to bear 
The spirit of the hapless orphan home ; 

No cruel fate shall now thy bosom tear, 

No piercing blast shall waft the orphau’s moan. 


But now an angel, near the throne of God, 

Thy voice is heard in melody with satnts ; 

No more thy soul shall feel afflictions rod, 

No more in raging-storms thy spirit faints. E.R. B. 
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GRAND DISPLAY rrom ONE to ALL. 
tev. V. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 


** And he came, and took the book out of the right 
hand of him that sat apon the throne. And, when he 
bad taken the book, the four beasts, and four and 
twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having eve- 
ry one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, 
which are the prayers of saints. 

*¢ And they sang a new song, saying, thou art wor- 
thy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof; 
fer thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation. And hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests; aud we shall reign on the earth. 

‘“* And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many an- 
gels round about the throne, and the beasts, and the 
elders; and the number of them was ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands ;.say- 
ing with a loud voice ; worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
atid strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. 

“And every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
eva, avd all that are in them, heard I saying, blessing, 
and bonor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that 
siiteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, forever 

aud ever. 

‘“ And the four beaste said, Amen! And the four 
and twenty elders fell dowa, and worshipped him that 
liveth forever and ever.’ 


; 


Was the mind of man ever employed in contemplat- 
ing a subject so glorious as this? The riches of the 
earth, the brightness of the stars, the glory of the 
moon, and the light of the sun are all lost, while view- 
ing a dispensation, (in the fulness of times) when the 
sun, moon, and candles-are not needed, the Lord God 
and the Lamb being the light, and no night there !— 
The advocates for pariial and uncertain salvation, may 
strive in vain to shew a glogy in their scheme, when 
this grand display of grace is made, when the Creaior, 
the Wediator, Angels, Elect, and every individual are 
in harmony; while from the highest angel, to the last 
and least of the race of men, one song is sung; ‘* wor- 
thy is the Lamb,” with the loud Amen! uttered by the 
four living creatures; closed with’ the adoration of the 
four and twenty elders, who at the foot of the throne, 
fall prostrate, and adore him whe lives fever to in- 
crease the joy of those who-close the sovg of Moses 
with ** the song of the Lamb.” 

View the order! 

1. Gop the Creator on the throne holds the sealed 
Book, whith contains his will concerning the human. 
race. 

2. The LAMs of God which taketh away the sin of 
the wotld, prevails to take the book from his Father’s 
hand; to unloose the seals, and look thereon, or read. 
its contents to the world. — 

3. The joy of the-four beasts, and four and twenty 
elders, at the sight of one worthy to explain the book ; 
which is proved, by their redémpfion by blood, out of! 
every nation under heaven. Théir song is new ; as: 


| the burden of it, include$ ai! nations in the good will’ 
| of Him who sits on the throne, And the Lamb. 


4, Angels innumérable join* with the twenty-eight | 
who first sang, ** Worthy is the Lamb, to take the 
book.”? How far beyond’ what mortals can count, is 
their number! ** Ten thousand times ten thousand ; 
and thousands of théusands’! ‘all the angels of God 
worship the Lamb as their Kid®*and ‘Lord; mor does} 


this include all the lovers of the' Lamb once slain. 


5. Patriarchs, prophets, apostles, Jews and Greeks, 
all nations, tongues, and laugdages ; all the translated 
in heaven, all the living on earth, all whu had been 


dead and in their graves, or who had been buried in 
‘the sea; all these are raised to join the song. 
pthese, all who eve did exist, live again to join the 


With 


general song, to share in the great salvation, and to 
raise the highest note of praise to him who came to 


in ope, to gather all in one, iy the dispensation of the 
fulness of times; that God may be all in all. 

6. This harmony of angels and men was so glorious, 
and so much to the honor of Him who opened the 
seals, that the four beasts, listened first to the song, 
and then sounded aloud their approbation, erying, .4- 
men! while the tour and twenty elers worshipped 
the God who had saved all the creatures he made with 
an everlasting salvation. | 

If language has any meaning; if plain declarations 
are to be believed ; if John on the isle of Patmos, led: 


by the spirit of truth was not deceived ; then the final |: 


deliverance of the great family of man from sin and 
death is as certain as the salvation of one jndividual, 
the four beasts, the four and twenty elders, and the 


hundred and forty-four thousand redeemed from among | 
men, as the firet fruits, or sample of what all shall be, }- 


when the mystery of God shall be finished, as ‘* spok- 
en by all the prophets since the world began.” 
Compare this grand display with that system which 
represents the Creator selecting a little few from the ma- 
py to be blest in the sight of vast multitudes, who are 
to be tortured eternally to increase the joy of the elect ; 
compate it with salvation partly by works, and partly 
by grace ;—with that system which represents the 
Creator wise in creating men with his image and like- 
ness, and wise in striking them out of existence, and 
say, which appears most God-like ; most to the honor 








; 


of Christ; most in harmony with the song of ahgels; 


most in harmeny with desires and prayers of all good 
men; and most in harmony with the Condition of the 
wretched and miserable. 
The Lamb has opened the book ; the four and twen- 
ty elders, have understood the reading; and Joba in 
vision has seen all restored:to favor, and engaged in 
singing everlasting honors to the Saviour of the world 
Let us not dispute, nor doubt, but “‘believe in the Pad 
God, so shall we be established ; believe in his Pro- 
phets, so shall we prosper.”’ pS 
** Stop here my soul, nor farther seek to £0, 
What God reveals, it is enough for man to know,” f, 
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4 wil’s @ feather, and a chiefs a rod ; 
In honest man’s the noblest work of God.” 


Is not divine truth in reality as valuable as paper 
meney? if so, why are we notas truly in earnest to de. 
tect error as we are to avoid taking counterfeit billst 
If a man had a large sum of this currency and the 
whole was suspected as spurious, what would he be 
likely to do? Would he hide it away in some safe 
place, and then go about the city declaiming against 
every one who was known to doubt the genuineness of 
his hidden store, and exhorting both friends and foes to 
take no other money than such as his? No; but like 
an honest man he would carry his money to the bank 
or toa broker and have it condemned if spurious, but 
established iftrue. An honest man is not afraid of the 
search warrant, but the guilty dreads, and endeavors 
to avoid it. With these hints I preface the following 
questions: What is the reason after there has been a 
number of violewt and unreasonable attacks on Uni- 
versalism published in the Universalist Magazine and 
immediately ariswered, that we never are favored with 
a rejoinder’ and why are the answers to such attacks 
as above noticed never allowed fo appear in those rer 
ligious papers which oppose the heavenly doctrine of 
God's universal gooduess ? There has already so much 
of this indication ot fear come before the public that 
our adversaries are not likely to realize any profits 
from such calculations. ‘Thousands will inquire the 
meaning ofall this. ‘The Univetsalist Magazine comes 
out with lengthy pieces agaiust the doctrine it profes- 
ses to support and follows them up directly witb clear 
refutations, and Rere the affair ends. No one replies ; 
nor will the opposer of universalism condescend to pub- 


seek and to save that which was lost; to reconcile all{lish a single answer to the efforts which they make 


against it. All this must be reckoned up, principle 
with compound interest, in the public’s counting-room, 
and ‘these fearful polemicks must, at last, meet the 
whole account. H. B. 


Se —_—————— 


MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 
Mr. John I. Spear to Miss Mary Dwight Richardson. 
Mr. Augustus Pierce to Miss Mary Messer Clark,daugh- 
ter of the late John P. C. Esq. ¢ 
By Rev. Mr. Green, Mr. William Nottage, of this’ 
city, to Miss Maria Hager, of Weston. , 
By Rey. Mr. Wisner, Capt. Porter Leavitt, of Port- 
land, to Miss Mary Stevenson, of Saco. 
By Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Hugh Nellson to Miss 
Fanny Cole. 


DIED IN THIS CITY, 


Louisa M. Hills, aged 3, daughter of Mr. Benjamin 
H. of Cambridgeport. Mr. Joseph Kingsley, aged 56. 
Miss Mary Powell, aged 37. 

*; In. Newton, Mass. on Sunday last, Miss Betsey Har- 
bach, daughter of Mr. Thomas Hi. aged 23 years. 
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